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FAR EAST 

4 .  Chinese Communist d i v i s i o n  i n  Korea r e c e i v e s  gas masks: 
A Chinese Communist 
March g i v e s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on t h e  i s s u e  of gas  masks. The 
message r e f e r s  t o  t he  r e c e i p t  of 500 "American-type" gas  
masks and 500 t u b e s  of an t i -gas  o in tment .  (SUEDE 501 Comm 
Recon Grp Korea,  K-1716, 22 Mar 52) 

Comment: This is t h e  f i r s t  observed r e f e r e n c e  i n  
Communist communications i n  Korea t o  chemical war fa re  de- 
f e n s e  equipment.  I t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h i s  
equipment is l i n k e d  wi th  t h e  r e c e n t  expansion of Communist 
cha rges  of American use  of b i o l o g i c a l  war fa re  i n  Korea t o  
i n c l u d e  u s e  of chemical  war fa re .  

7 th  A r t i  3 

G a s  masks are no t  be l i eved  t o  be s t a n d a r d  equipment i n  
e i t h e r  t h e  Chinese Communist o r  North Korean army. The  small 
size  of t h i s  i s s u e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  7 , 0 0 0  t o  8,000 men i n  
t h e  7 t h  A r t i l l e r y  D i v i s i o n  may i n d i c a t e  an i n i t i a l  d e l i v e r y .  
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5 Urgency shown i n  North Korean t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  messages: 
A 26 March North K orean  message from an u n i d e n t i f i  ed s u m l v  - -  - 
o f f i c e r  r e q u e s t s  a b a t t a l i o n  Eommander i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Korea 
t o  "quick ly  t r a n s p o r t  ... commodities. The t i m e  limit e x p i r e s  
i n  30 days." 

On t h e  same day,  ano the r  message i n  nor thwes tern  Korea 
orders  v e h i c l e s  d i s p a t c h e d  lvquickly . . .wi thout  f a i l ' '  t o  major 
supp ly  p o i n t s .  The v e h i c l e s  are i n s t r u c t e d  t o  take "repair 
too ls ,  e n g i n e e r  equipment ,  s p a r e  t i res ,  and i r o n  p l a t e s  . . . I t  

sh ipmen t s ,  n o t e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  "dead l ines  have been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  ope ra t ions . "  (SUEDE 
501s t  Corn Recon G r p ,  Korea SIC-H-1079 and SK-H-1087, 27 Mar; 
CINCFE SIB 470, 28 Mar 52) 

p r e p a r i n g  for  ground o p e r a t i o n s  on a g r e a t e r  scale t h a n  
h e r e t o f o r e ,  t h e  ba l ance  of ev idence  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n d i c a t e  
d e f e n s i v e  or l i m i t e d  a t t a c k  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  nea r  f u t u r e .  

FECOM, while s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  may be o r d i n a r y  p r i o r i t y  

k o m e n t :  Although it is possible t h a t  t h e  enemy is 

- 
6 .  North  ICorean 10th ,'Wechanized'' D i v i s i o n  s t i l l  i n  Chong- 

chon fi iver area: A N or ' th  K o rean  message on 26 116 arch notes  
%hat  t h  e "1st B a t t a l i o n  of the 1st Mechanized I n f a n t r y  Regi-, 
merit" and t h e  "2nd B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  2nd Mechanized I n f a n t r y  
Regiment" are sti l l  i n  t h e  Kaechon area nea r  the  Chongchon 
River  i n  nor thwes tern  Korea. (SUEDE 330th Comm Recon Co 
Korea, ALT-112, 25 Mar; 501st Corn Recon Grp Korea, 
15RSM/9375, 27 Mar 52) 

are b e l i e v e d  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  newly mechanized 1 0 t h  North 
Korean D i v i s i o n ,  l o c a t e d  i n  nor thwes tern  Korea. 

The con t inued  p resence  of t h e  t h r e e  major North Korean 
armored u n i t s - - t h e  1 0 t h )  1 7 t h ,  and 105 th  Div is ions- - in  t h e  
same g e n e r a l  area of nor thwes tern  Korea recalls f r e q u e n t l y  
unconfirmed reports t h a t  t h e  d e a c t i v a t e d  North Korean V I 1 1  
Corps was undergoing r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area. 
I n  l a te  December,, a Nor th  Korean p r i s o n e r  r e p o r t e d  h e a r i n g  
t h a t  an V I  I I Mechanized Corps" was being formed . 

Comment: The 1st and 2nd Mechanized I n f a n t r y  Regiments 

4 31 Mar 52 



7 .  Code numbers assigned to subordinate divisions by North 
Korean I1 C orps: In an 11 Y arch message, the commander o r  
the North Korean I1 Corps, currently in combat in eastern 
Korea, instructed h i s  subordinate division commanders to 
carve india rubber numbered stamps to identify their docu- 
ments. Code numbers assigned were: I1 Corps - 498; 2nd 
D i v h i o l A  - 271; 13th Division - 741; 27th Division - 878.  
(SUEDE 501st Comm Recon Grp Korea, SK-H-1074, 2'1 Mar 52) 

Prom'those previously assigned i~ fhese'units. 
Comment: All of these code designations are different 

8 .  North Korean units ordered to pr,epare for "national 
inspection": According to a 24 M arch message, an unidenti- 
P i e d  North Korean regimental chief of staff has ordered 
"each battalion commander" to make exhaustive preparations 
for :he "national inspection ... which will be made from next 
April 1st." The list includes: destruction of non-regula- 
tion documents, all activity'to be conducted in a regulation 
manner, proper knowledge and use of the chain of: command, 
clean uniforms, and rigid adherenceto high-level training 
schedules. (SUEDE 501st Comm Recon Grp Korea, SK-H-1043, 
26 Mar 52) 

Comment: North Korean communications have previously 
mentioned tliis impending high-level inspection. The nature 
of the preparations, as revealed in this message, indicates 
an over-all inspection of all phases of the enemy's m i l i -  
tary establishment. 
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